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To get in touch with the work LES COLLATÉRALES, it may be useful to know that it is part of 
the seventh edition of “la Biennale internationale du lin de Portneuf” on the theme THE 
UNNOTICED PAST.  
“ Stories of disappearance, well-kept secrets, concealed realities take shape in transparency, 
subtleness, fleetingness. The thread, the cloth, the paper and other materials known for their 
delicacy here suddenly become pregnant with meaning.” (text of the BILP) 
 
My practice often inspires me to create works of respectable dimensions, either ephemeral or 
perennial, that imply an invitation to walk through, above, under or around them. Such is the 
interactive process called ATTRACTEURS, made of bronze, sounds and lights, that spreads 
over part of the St-Roch district of Quebec City, for half a kilometer or so. In this particular 
case, as in other cases, the creation and total perception of the work becomes possible only 
through a walking process.   
 
Visual data of the present exhibition/performance. 
In a confined and limited space, I invited myself to walk kilometers, and in the same manner, 
the spectator shall be invited to find his/her own place during the two performances. Hence 
the visual data: the black color, the squares, the wooden sidewalk, the pavement… From the 
blended, undisputable visual data or facts, stems subjectivity, and a highly personal decoding 
of the work – on condition that the willing walker willingly slows down… 
 
My relationship to flax is highly physical. For example: using tow, I produced a severe 
wound. Combining paper and linen cloth, I gave birth to a number of “navettes” (the word 
referring to a tool formerly used by women working at the loom) each of them a mirror, a 
memory provider. During the performance, the “navette” also plays the role of water 
dispenser. 
 
Imaginations under siege. Our minds are haunted by so many dead or missing persons, the 
underdog, the displaced, the refugee, the exiled, the illegally confined, all of them termed 
“collateral damage” by the bureaucrat or the military. Haunted by the killed or missing 
Amerindian women of this country.  
One will find many traces of the latter in my work – leaving aside all allusion or implied 
reference to their art form or specific genius. I have assumed my personal path, and specific 
wounds. Never using the sufferings of other people, I am still truly moved by them and their 
vibrations, and I sometimes feel like sharing them.     
  
The performance – the performance is an integral part of a “work in progress”. The dancer 
will make her own exploration of the premises, time and again and repeatedly. The 
exploration of the place will always be marked by a mouvance (in French) a movement    both 
external, going somewhere, and internal, undecided… 
  
 …the one that has the islands floating - as everybody knows. (ADB) 
 
André Du Bois, June 17th, Neuville, QC .  
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